
THE BALLOON RHINO PROJECT INFORMATION 
AUGUST 8 TO 14 2016  

GOALS 
1. To raise awareness for rhino poaching 

2. To attract people to the Facebook page and website 

3. To raise funds for Pilanesberg National Park 

 

THE PROCESS 
 

1. SIGN UP 

 Create your balloon team; alone or with a group.  

 Fill in the form on the website.  

We will add you to the Balloon Wall of Fame on our website.  Remember to add a link to your website or Facebook 
page.  

 

 2. PICK A DAY AND BUILD 

 Choose a day preferably within the project week to create your sculpture. If it’s not possible to find an 

available date, try to find time around this week. Global Media attention works the best when it’s intensified 

to a short timeframe. 

 Any size sculpture from 1 balloon to 100.000 balloons is allowed. 

 There are no limitations on colors, balloon shapes, balloon brands or creative ideas. 

3. EXPOSE 

 Add a visible hashtag to your sculpture #StoptheRhinoPOP! Or #POPPoaching. A reference to the website 

will also be appreciated. 

 You can make the sculpture anywhere you want. On your couch at home or a public space like a shopping 

mall, school, festival, park, square or city center. Remember maximum is the name of the game   

4. PROMOTE 

 Contact the local press (you can use the press release we prepared or write up your own) 

Here are some ideas you might want to include:  

 

o The local media is always interested in the human interest stories. Remember the WHO, WHAT, 

WHY & WHEN. 

o Remember to promote yourself as a balloon professional – part of an international industry. Things 

to think of would be what motivated you to become a part of the project.  

o The Pilanesberg National Park, the hard working rangers, and the vulnerable Rhinos 

o The Balloon industry as an eco-friendly industry. The balloon industry has suffered a lot because of 

unfounded allegations. A lot of people think balloons are plastic and harm the environment.  If you 

do interviews be careful with what you start saying, do your homework. 

 



5. SHARE: 

Help us to reach as many people as we can worldwide. 

1. Post on our Facebook page your plans and ideas! It will inspire others  

2. Help us to promote this campaign among colleagues. Ask your friends in the balloon industry to join in!  

3. During the project week, you can contribute by sharing your pictures and posts of others by using the 

hashtags #StoptheRhinoPOP! Or #POPPoaching and reference to the website 

6. DONATE: 

First and foremost, this project is about raising money for the protection of the Rhinos in the Pilanesberg. Ask your 

friends and family to support us. Maybe you can sell your balloon Rhino and donate the money. 

There is a direct PayPal link on our website to transfer money directly into the Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust bank 

account. 

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS: 

WHO ARE THE ORGANIZERS? 
The original idea and organizer are Perine Pretorius from the Balloon Design Academy. Talking with Guido 

Verhoef, they discovered beside balloons they share a passion for nature. Perine knows the people and 

organization from Pilanesberg National Reserve personally and has a big heart for rhinos. Together with the 

team and the support of the local distributor they set up this project together.   

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? 
The money goes straight to the Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust’s bank account.  Perry Dell from the Pilanesberg 

Wildlife Trust and Perine Pretoria are keeping track on the contributions. The Pilanesberg is a huge park 

managed by a small but very passionate team.  All money raised by this project will be utilized for the Rhino 

Anti-Poaching Project, but you can also request that the funds be used for any of the other projects 

managed by the Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust. You can find out more information about all the other projects 

on our website.  

HOW IS THE MONEY USED? 
Available funds will be used for the following needs:  

 Searching, darting, and moving of any wounded rhino’s  

 Specialized medical care by an expert team of doctors of any injured animals. 

 Any surviving baby rhino calves will have to be relocated to a dedicated baby rhino orphanage.  

 The purchase of a BatHawk that will include training, insurance, and equipment.  

 FLIR - This is infrared, visual surveillance that operates 24/7 and is used quite successfully for security 

surveillance amongst others.  

 Notchings and DNA – it is vital to keep all data of individual Rhino’s in the park on file.  

 Ranger Wellness – we need help to make the living conditions for our hard working team of rangers as 

comfortable as possible. 

 

MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 
www.theballoonrhinoproject.co.za 

https://www.facebook.com/balloonrhino/ 
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